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It has plcaacd God to allow ub 
the pleasure of aBxeniblilig nursdv 
tugether, and conauUing with one aii 
ther fur the promutioii of (he blessed 
gospel committed to ou 
would embrace the opportunity thus 
presented, uf nddrcsaing you, 
dience to an enactment of our church, 
which requires her bishops 
ally, and not unfrequently, to deli- 
var a charge to the derm's o^ '^tw te- 
specliVe dioceses. M^ ufejet^. ■«''S^"'^- 
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You are weU aware, tbat the great I 
wurk foi which your sacred office w 
established, is, the preaching of the 
gospel. 
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modes by which Christinns of lUl ut- 
Aera are bound in their respective 
KphereH, and according to their distioc* 
dve vocations, to be co-workcn with 
God, in promoting his kingdom, all 
are Bubordinuto to, all depend for suf- 
Az/efff^ upon, the faithful and eiilijiht- 
n of tjiat liul cotntnanA 



CDiiitituted, imder God, the whole 
power of the apostolic miniatrj, and 
gained those stupendous victories of 
the truth, at which the we^er faith 
and more heaitating obedience of mu' 
dem times have so much wondered. 
And none con read the Scriptures in- 
telligently, without perceiving, thai, 
as in the hegtnning, so now also, and 
until the ending of all tilings turrc^s- 
trial, it hath pleased God thnt sinners 
ahull be saved chieSy through the in- 
strumentality of the preaching of the 
gospel; anil especially, that tlie great 
(biuga to coniB — the vn^a'ilsviivm^ ■& 
ins, the iwwietiBV t 
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'many objects of Christian benevul 
which have an imperious claim on the 
affections and assistance of Christians, 
none ahoutd stanil so exalted, in the 
hearts of all that love the Lord Jesus 
Christ ill sbcerity, us the increase of 
i^e number of devoted miniitem of 
gospel, and the furtherance of all 
irha iiai'^rpceivi^d the ministry in tliut 
'nly skill by vhlch they may liic 




They may emulate the c^^M 
of tile upoatles, till there be " no si 
nor language where tlieir voice il 

Another thing you cannot 11 
failed to notice. While such emiij 
importance is attached to the pfW| 
ing of the gospel — so that it ia V 
ten, that " I'oith cometh by healU 
— there is one distingmshing feifl 
I of the preaching of the apostleifj 
L Uu) coDtiniul and praminent 



id glory of s Christian miiiiater. 
hey made it their iuvariable princi' 
le, to know nothing, to glory in no- 
ling, among men, but "Jesus Christ 
nil Him crucified;" so that "daily 
1 the temple, and in every house, 
liey ceased not to teach and preach 
esui ChHst." To set forth the 
lories or his Person and of his work ; 
t leach him in his various oHice* 
nd benefita, in his humiliation atkd! 
cath, his resurrection and exalt»^ 
ion, in his frecnese of grace to re* 
eive, and his fulness of grace tosavi^ 
be chief of unnera ; to peraundo men 
b flee to him as thi'ir Refuge, to follovc 
'jm at tlieir Shepherd, to sohmit La 
■r aa their King, to rejoice u\ bin 



vhich they liod bo lepoiated 
sekes, ag to be virtually dead tc 
ever might hinder its promolioi 
tiog at the (net uf their inspirai 
leara by \tha.t teaching the 
of the gospel in these days ma 
to be made instnimcntal " in b 
many sons unto glory," we oht 
moat important lesson, that to 
" Christ crucified" is to prei 
gospel ; thut nothing can be 
any purpoae, for the salvation 
ncrs, but so fur as this one su' 
exhibited in simplicity ; (ha 
all learning and eloquence and 
wisdam, without tliis, can dn t, 
all that is feeble an4 'l<iu\\A\ ot 
wiie men of the -kotViiN^ * 
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Clitiat," 

Dear bretliren, if this be a lesson 
for life, it is worth a thousand lives fa: 
know and practise it. Without it, what 
would it profit u% or the perishing 
saull to whom we are sent, should we 
undentundaU mysteries, and nil know~ 
ledge, and speak with the variotiB 
tongues of men, and the eloquence 
of angels? Our preacliing would be 
as effectual to the overturning of the 
of Satan in the heartf of 
uding brass a\\& a iHiWing 



than nothing and van it; 

Hence you may perci 
to which the remaind< 
couTBe will he devoted, 
to preach, that it may ju 
the aenne of the apos 
preach Christ crucified' 

Tliere are many way 
ing this excellence, vil 
it; and thua of fiiiling 
uf an evangelical mii 
perceiving the cause, 
appro Ki [nations 1 will 
describe. 

It is poBEible to prea 
of important truth havi 
relation to the gaspe 
mingled with any erron 



!T b faithful. Because the 
perceive nodiiDg positively 
and hear and feel much that 
dedty good, they not unfre- 
' regard it as unqueationable 
:e uf the gospel character of 
tnioiion to which they listen; 
t, without any stroined auppoai- 
. muy be destitute of some or 
ie great dietinguishing features 
gospel : or, if it conlitin them, 
noBi entirely conceal them un- 
e cumbersome framework in 
they are set; and though it 
iften of Christ, and palhelicnlly 
his agony and deatli, may bp 
ffm and confiised, so general 
We, aa to all those vitn\ <\nc- 
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Ta^iheioundHtion of and bin« 
gptlier the whole atruclure of OtriB 
faith, as to be wholly unnorthyl 
nameof theprenchingaf Chriat. 9 
pose that the miniater srieot such bI 
jectB as the uncertainty of life, \ 
trial of deatli, the terrors of jiidgme 
the everlasting retributiDn of the i 
godly ; let him depict the vanity 
the rorld, the excellence of religi 
the bliss of heaven; give him tliep 
aecution of Christ, and the vaiii 



been taken undiluted from the well« of 
salvation, will be sensible of Bome 
puinful deficiency; tlte anidoiu in- 
quirer, tbirating for the gospel, will 
listen and wait in vain to be taught 
urliHt he must do to be aavvd. Let im 
remember tbo wide dilFeronce be- 
tween being able to preach forcibly 
un the importance of religion, on the 
one hand, and, on the other, tu show 
clearly in what uU spirituul, saving 
rt^igion consista. It is one thing to 
yntve tJiat tJivre is no wlvntiini Uil 
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..•"■Ciri., ""•'•J-, 
"Jure n^ "-'eticf r, '' 
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the conversiun nnd sanctificBtiDn of 
Ilia people. Wliaethui dwelling faith- 
fully on the side of the law, perlispa 
nithocRosional glimpses of tbe gospel ; 
while thus confined so much M duty . 
and danger, though, perhaps, with oc- 
casional views of grace and glory, he 
may not understand that one great 
lesson which a. miniatcr should make 
lii.i liabitual study— how to eihihit the 
union and mutual relations of the law 
and the gospel — lion to preach the 
gospel under tile solemn Bouctions of 
(he Jaw ; the law undiT the gracious 
"ticouragfinvnts of the goiYt;\'. \Vvs 



mer to fiarnish the rate, the latter the 
grace, of holy obedience. The preaclier 
may be very clear upon the ainner'a 
ruin, hut very dark and indefinite 
upon the nature and meiuia of his re- 
medy. He maysncceed in convincing 
one of the insnlficiency of his own 
righteousnesa to make him acceptable 
to God, but fail grievously in showing 
the all-Bu&iciency of the righteousness 
by faith. So fully does ho ti'ach the 
holy will of God, bb reaching to the 
thoughts and intents of the hear^ that 
the hearer is brought to feel hia entire 
inability, through inherent corruption, 
to do it. But at this step uf prepara- 
tion for h]I the gracious disclosuies of 
the gospel, his light goes out. The 



thing is neeilful "—that grand 
mcnt of the gospiJi which, afi 
failure of all otherB, hiis gaine^ 
agoa and pliices, such WDnderfl 
tunes over the hearts of the ni 
— the simple holding forth ofi 
crucified," In his ainiuting tot 
I abounding grace, hit tender] 
pity, his frecnesB t» reaej] 
powtr to save to tlie uttenna 
fulness of his merits to remc 
condemnation, and of his S\ 
tanctify the heart of the chief 

f Such a pre acher as I have 



of laying the method of reconcilia- 
tion before his people — it waa not till 
tlie free ofTer of forgiveaess, thiough 
tlie blood of Christ, wai urged upon 
tbeir acuepUnce, and the Holy Spirit 
given, through the channel of Cliriat's 
Mediatarahip, to all who ask it, waa 
net before them as the unceasing ohject 
iif llieir dependence and their prayers 
— it WAS not, in one word, till the 
cuntemplatiou ofhis people was turned 
to these greal and esaentinl elements, 
in the husiness of a soul providing fiit 
it« inlereats with God and Uio s'a^- 
cerns of its eternity, OabX ^^ ' 
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appropriate prominence, and taught 

with unexceptionable diBtincEiicsi ; 
and ^et it may be only wben the text 
according to plain rhetorical propri- 
ety demands this treatment, th at Chriit 
ia thus set forth ; and the minister 
may not very frequently select such 
texts as would thus constrain him. 
Passing from one subject to another, 
their BUcceBsion may bring him in 
courts to something involving, of nc- 



^^^^^Vftre yen somp nf those ways by which 
^^^^^r one's tniniHtry may approach the cha- 

^ racter of the preacliing of Christ, 

^M without nccupyingdecidcdlyandeffeo- 

WM lually that happy ground, it is time 

II wc were attending more directly 

II to the inquiry with whicti we set out 

II — Whatis it, so lo preach, that it may 

■I jnslly be said, in regard to our hnbitnal 

11 ministry, that "we preach Christ cni- 

II cifiedJ'- 

Hl The gospel is a bvsteh of truth 

H| and duly ; its parts all hartnonioiu, 

H and mutually relevant and depi-ndpnt. 

H il has a CENTRE, luniiiioiiB. glurloiiH, 



Iheir evury bearing. Yuu can neither 
illiislrate tliia ayslem till you have 
shownitaeenCralpuwerandlight; nnr 
fully describe its centre without ex- 
hibiting the various relations and de- 
pendences of its surrounding syateni. 
Tlie centre ia CbrisL All lines meet 
in him; nil light and life come from 
htm: all truth is dark, till he in rinen 
upon the scene. Lesser lights an' 
only to rule the night: it is for the 
sun to rule the day. 

Nuw, what is the beit mode of ex- 
hibiting this wonderfiil arrsngenietit 
of' grace, so that he who nms may 
read? Where will you begin? At 
the outskirts uf the system, taking u]), 
first, its remoter elemctits, and reason- 



tcep them waiting Ro long in the dark I 
They have come to tee the King, and 
however important ma; Beem b> yon 
their tardy introduction, ovcry thing 
seems to them impertinent, till they 
have been admitltid to his presence. 
You find your hearer, as a benighted 
traveller, afraid to continue his way, 
lest there be a precipice at his feet 
You may preaent him with a chart of 
his road, but how will it help him, a* 
long as he cannot see 1 He wails the 
sunrise. One my from the sun wiU 
aCTFe him better clion a thouitand 
maps to be mnA in the datV.. 'KWn, 



ABtronoiQBta, in te&cniKg We OM- 
truie of the solar aystem, begin with 
the HUD. They proceed directly to tell 
what it IB, nnd what it does. This ia 
the first thing to be undcrBtood. No- 
thing in the science can he explained 
till this ia explained. Let the teacher 
of the gospel system imitate the ex- 
ample. So, I perceive, the apoatles 
began. In their preaching, I behold 
no gradual ceremonioua approach 
from a great distance, like the paral- 
lels of a siege, to the one object of 
their ministry. There was one For- 
sonage whom it waa the immediate 
businesa of their apostleabip lo intro- 
duce to ainnera — " Jesus of Nazareth, 
the only begotten Son of Gad, full of 
grace and truth." There waai «wa 






lind died, with the cross of il 
lambed Founder fur its only n 
rial, Ilia disciples, in the triumph ot 
fnith, and lifUng up that cross for a 
lianner, made their beg;iiming. Just 
that ivhich laid the eluinbling-black 
In tl^e Jew, and seemed such fooliah- 
ncBs to tlie Gri'ek, they adopted as 
the bead and front of their preaching; 
advancing boldly upon hntb Jew and 
Urcek, like David willi his sitiglG 
fltuiie ngainal the contemptuous giant 

glatyihg b nolWng, 4iA*k- ^ 



they at once lifl up Chriat on tlie 
cross, aa an ciieigii to thepeuple. Tliey 
could not spare time tn be looting 
out prejudicea, nnd gradunlly prepar- 
ing Ihu minda of the unbelieving Jews 
and Gentiles for the gniat auhjcct of 
Chriat'a atonement. They knew no 
way of removing ductness so Bure, us 
thftt of intruiluciiig the suu ; no way 
or subduing the enmity ul' the heiu't 
to the goBpel ao aliurt, as lliat of 
making men acijualnted with the very 
cBseiicc of the gospel. Iluuion device 
Dould liavc auid to St. Paul, " Make 
) of yaw i>hiloaoY\»v Sui o 



Master in hia manhood, in hii mirw J 
cles, benerolcnce, and piety; com' 

pare his precepU with diose of heathen 
sages ; but coat a veil over hin igno- 
miniotu death, and the bumiliadng 
plan of salvation ihrougb faith in hia 
niffering, tiU the public mind shall be 
■omewhat inured to tho leas offenaive 
features or hb religioo," " No," said 
St. Paul, " lest the crosa of Clirist 
should be made of none eSecU" Tliere 
was a declaration of the Master, which 
an apostle could not miaundi-rstand : 
•> I. i/1 be lifted up tiom the earth, will 
drair all men unto me." In l\\w file's 



lieen aJfead]' ; lifted up in the sight of 
bII people, he was now to be, by the 
ministry of theword. Theirprinciple 
was, " God gireth the increase," and 
" hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wine, and the 
weak tilings of the world to confound 
Ihe things which are mighty," "that no 
flesh," that neither preacher nor con- 
vert, "shnuld glory in his presence;" 
but that all may feel that it ia " Christ 
Jesus, who of God is mode unto tu 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanc- 
tilicatton, and redemption." 

Here, then, my brethren, have wc 
our lesaon. Our first, as well as last 
and habitual duty, every where, amidst 
all prejudices, ignorance, and enmity. 



: now see that it remama u 
clouded, always in full view from tbe 
rcmolest circle of your hearers, 
tliat tbe weakest and lowest eye may 
see. Now you muiit kec]) up at 
(a [his supreme abject, by telling ynur 
people all that the Scriptures (ell you 
of CliriaL Yuur buiiticn> is, tiiut tiii'y 
may " know Chnst, and be found ia 
him," Consequently, tliecuianothlii); 
ruvualeU, ax pertaiuiug to him, tbal i* 
aol /inililid)le to llioiii, or lliat yiiii 
Aartf a right to keep back. \ua ate. 
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view of the Son in the aclf-existence 
and inlinite glory of the Godhead. 
You cannot Bepnrate the cross /or 
tehich Ae came, IVom the throne whence 
ht came, without direaling his death 
of iti atoning virtue, and hia love of all 
iU wonders. In the some vita! con- 
nexion is the incarnation of the Son of 
God. The myateriea of Betlilehem 
aro cloacly allied to those of Calvary. 
To understand liow he bore our sor- 
rows, we must learn how he took our 
nature. You cannot teach his obedi- 
encn unto llio deolli, without his con- 
descension to he bora in tlw. U'tscwne. 
of man. In reldng totOo «&» ^*i^ 



purchased. But tha preaching of 
Chriat too often temiiiiBtes with the 
ereots of his cnidfixion; as if, vlicn 
the sacrifice was finished, the whole 
work of redemptioti were flniahcd ; 
as if to prpach him in hia reaurrectioii, 
and oicensiun, and exaltation, were 
not as important as to preach him in 
his Immiliation and agony. To show 
the sinner that his atonement is rc- 
cepted, jou must ahow that it lias 
heen presented at tlie mercy-seat : 3'oii 
(nuaf exhibit our great High I'rieat as 
"^ving Jard aside tiie gnJowcnXa o^ 



high, "now to appenr ill the presence 
of Gdd for us," Intercession miiat be 
preached as the crowning act in re- 
demption. But, intimalely connected 
with this office of Cliriat as our inter- 
ceding Priest, hearing out names upon 
his hrcBBtpiale, is that ui' the great 
Prophet of his churcli, " in whom are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge," and of whom every dis- 
ciple must learn " the way, the truth, 
and the life." Essential also to the 
right enforcement of his priestly and 
prophetic office, >s the exhihitlon of 
Christ "esalted to hcnPrince" aswell 
as a "Savionr," having "all power in 
heaven and earth," claiming BiLpreme 
dominion in the hearts of hu people, | 



authority, a8 well as with mercy and 
wisdom, and makes tlie tender en- 
treaties of Divine compassion (he 
peremptory eommnnda of infinite sove- 
reignty. Forno purpose is a iieavenly 
skill in (tic preacher more needed, than 
to exhibit the tendemesa of Christ as 
enforced by hig authority, and liis 
authority as commended by bis tender- 
ness; la preach him as a Judge, atid 
also as an Advocate j (o declare not 
only the love, hut tlie " wratli of the 
Lamb;" tn exhibit his infinite free- 
7?«B^ falnesB, and power to save tlie 
''iief of gi„„e„, and yet Ae y\p4 



mriaus reladaDB and depeui 
'HUid occupying.aBit were, thei 
circle of the Cbriatian Bysiem, i 
preacher cannot keep out c 
without great iinfaitlifu1neM.i 
lamemhered, that while tha 
irith ita imnicdtate neiglibouri 
the melrapdiB of Christianit) 
city of our God," all the regioii 
about is llie Holy Land, flowii 
inilk and honey — " a land of 
and fountain* of water," inli 
in all directions tritli highwayl 
holy place, by which the tribal 
It is the office of the preacher 
out that land, to display iti tn 
to trace those converging ra 
'/lat, whenever a sinner mtq 



walk ye in it." Then only in Chriit 
preached in the fulnesa of the goapel, 
when nothing is left untaught tliat 
eaters into the plan of salvation, as 
a. corenant (if mercy and life eata- 
bliahed hetwcen God and sinners, in 
the hand of an infinitely mecitcrioiu 
Mediator. 

SomE, under tlie idea of glorying 
only in the cross, confine theit preacli- 
ing almost excUisivcly to a few topics 
more immeiliatcly connected nitli the 
death of Chriat— such na atonement, 
faith, and justifying righteousness — to 
the great neglect of numerous deriva- 
tive or introductory truths of ahsolnte 
I necMaily to a just exposition of the 
I gospel. But Uie spiritual wisdom of 
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I nation tltrnugli faith! — and continually 
•hould we present him in this blessed 
aspect — then must we show the ainner 
hii absolute need of sueh righteuus- 
nCMg. To do this, we must awaken 

vinccd of sin, as to feci that be is 
condemned and lost without that rc- 
tage. Blessed is he whom God has 
taught to teach this lesson. Our 
text-book is the Law. By it is the 
knowledge of sin — preached, in n sjii- 
titual application to the tjtouglits and 
inleiila of (he heart, not only ns a. 
fTle of life to all, but as lUu couiMvo" 



gresaiun ; — preached in view of tlie 
cross, as eetsblishing, instead of im- 
IMiring, its obligation ; bx conflrming, 
faatead of diminlaliiDg, the certainty 
tf ita penalty upon every bquI of man 
#at doetli evil without repentance. 
It in made the inatrumeiit of the Holy 
DhoBt, to convince men of sin, Co Btrip 
tS their self-righteouaness, and, as a 
f'Bchoohnaster,"tolead them to CluiBt, 
Be that wonld preach justification hy 
^th in Christ, must also preach entire 
bondemnation by works under the 
Iftw : he must lay hia foundation in 
Blettr, unequivocal statements of the 
ne law, in' nil the uncompromising 
UiesB of iu demanl*-, vsJkTO^ 
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them ao abaulutely dqieudenj on hii 
■aiictifying grace. Hence, iii our 
preaching, a large department ehould 
aBsigned to the setting forth of 
t original state of spiritual ruin 
and death — that enmity against God, 
Bnd natural inclination to evil-^which 
" ii the corruption of every man that 
DBturally is engendered of llie offspring 
of Adam," and under wliich he is 
not, and cannot be, in subjection to 
the Divine cummands, Tliis leads 
directly to tlie absolute necessity of a 
r birth unto righteousness ; and 
niakea the aubjecl ol wfvnwAti^?==«- 



o^hnst! And this again introduc* 
the aitiner, now sensible of hie discal 
and Iiel]>lesanei8 and necessity, to tH 
only Phjaician, Then comes in tn 
agency of the Holy Ohost Christ 1 
not prescheil in faithfulnesa, unless th! 
Holy GhoBt, " who proceedEth fron 
the Father and the Son," is distincth 
and continually preached aa of thi 
same Divine nature with both ; aliki 
lo be lionoured and worshipped ; sen 
of Christ, to be the Teacher, tbe Sane 



~ up ttie nttention of the sinner aa cM 
tiniially Ui His influences, far all I 
be^nnings uf Hpiritual life and I 
growth in grace, as to the righteoiJ 
aeaa of Christ for sll reconciliation I 
God—ia not the only way to be bles^ 
ed with increase in onr work, but t 
preacb Christ as he preached himael. 
In tlie preaching of Christ, thcr 
is a text whicli a minister should, i 
aomc shspe or other, he always illui 
" By grace . 



hem in cmr tniiiUlty; "Weaieiii^? 
Christ Jesna vnto goad worha, ^VieS 1 
God liatli before orduiiied that wb j 
should walk in them." Works of J 
righteousness are no lese earnestly to 1 
|be preached, ns easetitial fruits of a 
roving faith, than to he renmuiced as 



of faith BO prominent, that without il 
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Ciirisl, Umt we il 
increasp liis deratednesa. " All I 
joura, and ye are Christ's," is I 
text in thia mntter; obligation incrcl 
ed b; privilege. So must we preJ 
the precepta of Christ, oa to lead m| 
to the embracing of hia promises; ai 
BO pri>claiin his promises, that, insle 
of the tiegiecl, we may encourage mi 
to the obedience of hie precepts, 
all this we have two great atgumei 
for perauaiion — " the merciea and t 



touch lightly and timidly vpi 
more olfenKive, because more b 
truths, which aliow the dread 
of those who reject the Savio 
the contrary, itbelongi ineepi 
U>e preaching of Christ, to « 
impenitent of the wrath of I 
only fearlessly, but fieijuentl; 
tendernesB, indeed, but also i 
utmuBt Bolemni^ ; not spari 
strongest representation 9 of th< 
of the lost, as depicted in ihc 



alvrayt of "a voice out of ibe midft uf I 
the cloud," inviting Ihcm to CtirisL 
If we lead tlicm to the contemplation 
ol' an afibnded God, seated on a throne 
of justice and judgment, let ua not 
cease, till they have seen that, for the 
encouragement of every returuing 
Binner, there ia a "rainbuvr about ttie 
throne." Let ua study to exhibit, in 
due proportion, " the goodness and 
Beverity of God ;" — the former, lo as 
not to prevent the remembrance tliat 
" God is a consuming lire ;" the latter, 
BU lu tu keep alwaja in view tUe ijxft- 
i trnth, tliat " Goi \k\o-ie:" "^^'^ 



is not to be determined by n 
learned by prayer to Him who § 
the word in season. 

Before leaving this all-im 
8ubject,it isnei] to gice a brief ■ 
tion to tbe inquiry, To what e. 
are bound to introdaee tke • 
talvaUon through Chritl, i 
dUcourst ? Sume would an 
no sermon is truly evangelical, \ 
it contain a plain exhibition al 
a sinner must do lo be saved. | 
veie it our duty so to order oi 
try, lliat in every semii 
aalvation should be introduced •4 
by force, but nnturatly, and by It 
mole connexion nritli the m 
tot merely in a few wnUne 



neighbourhood of subject!; and- 
raua subordinate ones, that are 
Stable for doctrine, reproof, 
audiDitructioninrig!iteou«iCBs,"tnuat 
beolroost excluded, or receive, at best, 
a very limited, occasional, anduHBatis- 
factoiy conBideration. Such ia not 
the lesson obtained from the Scrip- 
tuiee. Christ is continually exhibited 
in the Old Testament annals. Thejr 
contain the history of his church, as 
waiting and looking for his appearing. 
Clirist is preached in the whole system 
of the Mosaic institutions, which were 
hut a shadow of the goQil \)o.vci^ ^a 



; 



ihe spirit of prophecy." How entirely 
every page of the New Testainent ia 
pervaded with the eame, I need not 
say. But we do not Bee, in the New 
Testcrnent or in tlie Old, audi a, con- 
Rueiuent to the vicinity of the crois, 
that no distinct subject is relinquished 
till it hes led to some distinct exhibi- 
tion or tUe way of satvatian by faith 
in Jesus Christ. Kvcry tiling has a 
bearing that way, but dues not fall 
directly into that line. Its course is 
bent, lilie the orbit of a planet, by the 
attraction of that centre; so that 
though it may never be Ittine4"&- 
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iiuiiiHgo lu luj suprtjiiufy. iiiB in- 
spired writers, n-itll one common cen- 
tre, occupied B range of great extent 
and variety ; wliile at every point they 
could receiye light from the crosB, 
and say, " Behold the Lamb of God !" 
I would Bay, therefore, that as no 
subject can be cunaiilered legitimate 
in the pulpit that does not contain on 
important hearing upon Chriat, as tu 
some part of his vital connexion with 
sinners ; so no sermon ean be justly 
considered evangelical, that does not 
faithfully eiliibit and enforce siioli 
bearing, bo ob to assign to the Lord 
Jeaus that , position, in reference to 
the whiile discourse, nhicb he holds i 
in reapect to llie whole body of truthll 
and faitli, of wliich lie is tlw vvul^ 
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mare distant, are nat uniinportant, 
Bnd should not be averloolted. " The 
body" of Divine truth " is not one 
member, butmany;" and no preacher 
may Buy, even (a its feeblest extremity, 
" ] have no need of thee." TTiat which 
tests the evangelical character of a 
migect, is the quCBtion, Does it bear 
witness to Christ? That which testa 
the evangelical character of a termOH, 
is the question, Whether the testimony 
of JcEus, according to the truth as it 
is in Jesua, be its spirit and tendency! 
77ia/ which measures the evangelical 
character of one's iiubUaai minwHry, w 
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e general question, Whether 
BUtih teatimotiy, iti spirit as well as 
truth, in "the mind of Christ" as well 
as accordijig to " the oraclps of God," 
« pervading, omnipresent chorac- 

Thua it is evident, that, in a course 
of foithftil preaching, one may have 
great variety. Hia ministry may be 
alwayB shining in the ligbt of Christ : 
vrHle receivJDg it, someCinieB directly 
from himself, sometimes by reflection 
from a, whole firmament of secondary 
objects, all deelaring his gloty, as 
theii " all and in all." It may be 
always leading the sinner to behold 1 
tKn T.>>Tnli of Hni) ■ anA ueC in aiitii>i^ta ' 
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trliich we mtiat plead the unusual na- 
lureof thJBnddreaa, witb the great im- 
portance of its theme,} we have done 
but little, nt-vertheloBB, towards nn 
adequate treatment of the various 
topics involved under the general sub- 
ject of ihe preaching of Chriit. 

How much does a minister preach, 
either in aid of, or against the gospel, 
hy his whole spirit and life! How 
important, therefore, in connexion with 
what has bpen sgioken, is a clear and 
faii/i/iil exhibition of thea\nT\l o^^o^o, j 



^nfnceitwill give to all the eervicfl 
hh lips ! I 

But I must hasten to the concl 
aion, by yxliorting you to (he cultivl 
tion of that one Christian grace i 
your mbistry, by nhicb the apoatlej 
labours were so eminently distiDguub 
led; I mean, the grace of failb. TIhi 
Ipreacbed, not only as men vho belist 
led, and therefore E;pake, the mes9W 
fcommitted la them, but as using i 
Lgument which, however powerlsf 
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e the world. When our mi- 
nistry shall be more like theirs in the 
grace of failh, il will approach more 
nearly to theirs in the blenaing of 

Let lu strive, my brethren, after a 

great increaae of faith in the preach- 
ing of Christ crucified. Let us make 
nu diviaioQ of confidence between tliis 
Divine ordinance, and others of human 
"art and man's device." Tliere be 
1 to hope Cot but ^iK&B 



Ri it is mixed up with certain arCificiiJ 
expedients of aTreeting attention and 
exciting emotion. There is an appetite 
forescitementimd novelty in the mode 
of awakening and converting sinnera, 
whicli seems to be rapidly increasing 
in some quarters of the church of 
Christ, oa well in en insatiate thirst 
for more patent stimulants as in the 
nuinl)Br of its guhjects. It ia lament- 
ahly discarding the simplicity of the 
gospel, and substituting a kind of 
preaching which, with a special pre- 
tence of faithfulness, and much redun- 
dancy and painful irreverence in the 
nse of Divine names, is sadly wanting 
in Divine things and spirit ; laying-J 
almost exclusive stress upon a fewl 



ilhs of inspired preachets lul IIW ' 
tate of same in these iayi. To ttath 
I well as prracA— to go the round of 
hrietian truth, instead of lieing con- 
ned to one or two of its more slrik- 
ig parts — hua become the "strange 
rork" of many. To excite the aen- 
ibilitiea by swollen representations, 
atlier than to enlighten the conscience 
ijr sober and practical exposition of 
Icripture; to produce effect by draw- 
ng lines of visible separation among 



■liHWIHIiy Kuuverta ; but time wB 

■how that it boosts " (he lame, tW 

halt, and the blind." It \a but all 

utlier niad, tliough a very eliurt onil 

to all formality, coldness, and spiiitual 

death. There ia such a thing aa a 

zealous formality, a stimulated cold- 

ncsB, an excited corpse. Be such 

1 reliances; as I have described, fai 

I from you, my brethren. Be jbbIous 

I of any measure that would divide yuui 

I faith in thu efficacy of the ainijjlt 
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(ioelli shall prosper." While conti- 
iiuaily la1>ouring under the piaclicol 
conviction that God only " givetli the 
increaae," endeavour so ta believe in 
his promises, as Co feel the animating 
siiSurHnce, that God will give increase 
to the diligent application of that 
which he has chosen for his chief in- 

" Have faith in Cod." Preach, as be- 
lieving not only in the unspeakahlu 
importance of the tnith you delive; 
but also in the power and fnithfulni 
af j-aur Master to maye it mighty I 
t/ie catling down ot whalevet opifow* 
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HmfflSIJlU. Uiie ot the brst steps tfl 
wards the promotion of your greatJ 
uHertibiesii, is tlie prayer of tli^ apoEtlJ 
" Lotil, increase our faith." Muy till 
Lord, in his great love, wherewith hi 
loveth UB, he pleased to pour out upon 
you a Spirit of grace and supplicatioiuj 
thnt, jour faith being strengthened, 
and your zeal quickened to at! dili- 
gence and faithfulness, many may b( 
added unto the Lord under your initiis- 
try, and "adorn the doctrine of Ood 
our 8»Tiilur in all thini'a." ^^ 



